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CONEIDENTIAL KUWAIT 2902 

E.O. 1 1652: XGDS-I 
TAGS: PLOS, KU 

SUBJECT: LOS: MARINE SCIENTIEIC RESEARCH 
REF: (A) STATE 1 1 663 1, (B) 76 KUWAIT 3915 

1. EMBASSY LOS OEEICER PRESENTED ARGUMENTS ON MARINE 
SCIENTIEIC RESEARCH OUTLINED STATE REETEL TO KUWAITI MEA 
LOS ACTION OFEICER ALI AL-SAMMAK ON MAY 25. (AL-SAMMAK’S 
DEPARTURE TO JOIN KUWAITI LOS DELEGATION HAD BEEN DELAYED 
SEVERAL WEEKS, REPORTEDLY DUE TO POSTPONEMENT OE COMMITTEE 
II AND II WORK.) EMBOEE EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF RIDDING 
MARINE MARINE RESEARCH OE CURRENT IMPEDIMENTS, POINTING 
OUT THE PROBLEMS RAISED BY CONSENT REGIME, AND LEET COPY 

OP TALKING POINTS. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 02902 25I437Z 

2. AL-SAMMAK REPLIED THAT KUWAIT WAS SOLIDLY WITH THE 
"GROUP OP 77 CONSENSUS" PAVORING A CONSENT REGIME, ADDING 
THAT KUWAITI NATIONAL SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS WERE THE 
LEADING MOTIVATION FOR THIS POSITION. HE PROMISED TO BRING 
USG POSITION ON THIS ISSUE TO THE ATTENTION OP OTHER DELE- 
GATION MEMBERS, BUT SAID THAT MOST WERE ALREADY IN NEW YORK. 
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3. COMMENT: THERE MAY BE ACTUAL HIGH-LEVEL CONCERN WITHIN 
THE GOK ON SECURITY THREATS POSED BY EOREIGN MARINE 
RESEARCH VESSELS OR EQUIPMENT-THE CABINET APPARENTLY PASSES 
ON ALL REQUESTS EOR MARINE SCIENTIEIC INVESTIGATION. THERE 
MAY ALSO BE CONCERN ABOUT OIL EXPLORATION IN THE GULL, THE 
MARINE EXPLORATORY AND PRODUCTION TERRITORIES OF WHICH ARE 
NOT ALL DEEINITIVELY DEMARCATED. IN ADDITION, HOWEVER, 

KUWAIT WOULD NORMALLY SUPPORT THE MAJORITY OPINION WITHIN 
THE DEVELOPING WORLD, UNLESS KUWAITI NATIONAL INTEREST 
WERE OPPOSED, ON SUCH ISSUES. THE KUWAITI POSITION ON THE 
RESEARCH ISSUE SEEMS TO HAVE HARDENED AGAINST US SINCE LAST 
YEAR (REE.B). HOWEVER, AS NOTED IN RECENT BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH 
OE KUWAITI UN PERMREP (LOS DELEGATION HEAD) ABDALLAH 
BISHARA, IT IS LIKELY THAT HE WILL HAVE A GOOD DEAL OE 
LEEWAY IN DEVELOPING THE KUWAIT POSITION ON LOS ISSUES, 

AT LEAST THESE LIKE MARINE RESEARCH WHICH ARE OF SECONDARY 
IMPORTANCE TO KUWAIT. 

SUTHERLAND 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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